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THE FOLLOWING REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

WAS READ BY THE HONORARY SECRETARY : — 

The Council of the Royal Asiatic Society, in submitting their Annual 
Report, are gratified in being able to state that although during the past 
twelve months they have been deprived of 10 Contributing Members by 
death*, and 5 by resignation t, making a total of 15, yet that the elections}: 
which have taken place, have filled up all but one of the vacancies which 
had been thus created. The Society has lost 2 Foreign § and 1 Correspond- 
ing Members || ; and 2 Corresponding Members have been elected % 

• Thomas Cockburn, Esq. ; Sir Charles Forbes, Bnrt. ; John Fullarton, Esq. ; 
Major-General Sir Archibald Galloway, K.C.B.; Sir Graves C. Haughton; Ben- 
jamin S. Jones, Esq.; Louis Hayes Petit, Esq.; Major-General Felix V. Raper; 
John Scott, Esq., M.D.; Sir James B. Urmston. 

f John Bowman, Esq. ; the Bishop of Calcutta ; the Rev. J. Forshall ; Charles 

Grant, Esq. ; Henry Jones, Esq. 

+ James Atkinson, Esq.; Sir George It. Clerk, K.C.B. ; N. B. Edmonstone, 
Esq.; Colonel J. G. Griffith; Lieutenant-Colonel John Johnstone; Major John 
Ludlow; Henry Moore, Esq.; Captain S. C. Macpherson; Solomon Nicholto, 
Esq.; Major-General Sir George Pollock, G.C.B.; L. R. lleid, Esq.; Captam 
P. A. Reynolds ; Arthur A. Roberts, Esq. ; Colonel Duncan Sim. 

§ The Chevalier Adricn Balbi ; Monsieur E. Biot. 

|| Sir Thomas Reaile, C.B. 

«[ Nivcn Kerr, Esq. ; Mir Slialiamet Ali. 
1850.] * 
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Among the Members of whom the Society lias been deprived by death, 
are some whose names will not be read without a sense of the deep loss it 
has sustained. 

Sir Graves Haughton was descended from the ancient family of 
Houghton, or, as more correctly written, Hoghton, which was settled in 
Lancashire at the time of the Norman Conquest. A branch went to 
Ireland, where Sir Graves Chamney Haughton was born, in 1708, the son 
of Dr. Haughton, a physician in Dublin. lie was educated principally in 
England ; and went to India as a Cadet in the beginning of 1810. At the 
Cadet Institution of Baraset, near Calcutta, he so distinguished himself by 
his proficiency in Hindustani, and by his general conduct, as to obtain the 
highest honour and reward of the Institution, — a sword, and a handsome 
pecuniary donation. After serving some time with his regiment, Ensign 
Haughton was amongst the first who availed himself of the permission, 
granted in 1812 by the Government of Bengal to young officers, to pro- 
secute the study of the Oriental languages in the College of Fort William ; 
and he there obtained the high distinction of receiving seven medals, three 
degrees of honour, and various pecuniary rewards, for proficiency in the 
Arabic, Persian, Hindustani, Sanscrit, and Bengali languages, engaging 
simultaneously in the study of the first four; and in the space of a very 
few months receiving from the several Professors the highest testimonials of 
his extraordinary progress. 

The intensity of the application requisite for these brilliant successes, 
however, so much impaired his constitution, that at the end of 1815 he was 
under the necessity of returning on leave to England, where a vacancy 
having occurred in the East India College of Haileybury, in 1816, he was 
appointed an Assistant Professor in the Oriental department. Upon the 
retirement of Mr. Hamilton, he succeeded to the Professorship of Sanscrit 
and Bengali; and in that situation he continued for ten years, devoting 
himself with exemplary assiduity to the duties of the office, and conciliat- 
ing the esteem of his colleagues and the affection of the students. 

Professor Haughton published during this period several works of great 
utility in facilitating the studies of his pupils, among which may be speci- 
fied a Grammar of the Bengali language ; a volume of Selections in the 
same; and a Bengali Glossary. He likewise edited, as class books, the 
Bengali works entitled " Punish Pariksha" and " Tota Itihas ;" and in 
the year 1825 he published an edition of the Sanscrit text of " Menu," 
which is distinguished for its beauty and minute accuracy ; and established 
his reputation throughout Europe as a profound scholar and critic in 
Sanscrit literature. 

The reputation thus acquired opened to him a ready access to various 
learned societies ; and he was successively elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society, a Member of the Royal Irish Academy, and Foreign Member of 
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the National Institute of France. He naturally took a warm interest in 
the formation of the Royal Asiatic Society, of which he was one of the 
original Members. He discharged tho duties of Honorary Secretary from 
November, 1831, to May, 1832, when the labour he had imposed upon 
himself, of compiling a Sanscrit and Bengali Dictionary, compelled him to 
relinquish that office ; but though he devoted himself sedulously to the 
laborious work, the dictionary was completed only in 1833, its progress 
having been in part retarded by the ill-health to which he had become 
subject, with but short and unfrcqucnt intervals of alleviation. 

Notwithstanding the infirm state of his health, the consequence, in « 
great measure, of an over-wrought intellectual organization, Mr. Haughton 
continued to take an active interest in the cultivation of Oriental literature, 
and made some contributions to the Transactions of this Society. One of 
these, a brief note, in vindication of Mr. Colebrooke's views of the Vedanta 
philosophy, ngain3t the remarks of Colonel Vans Kennedy, brought upon 
him an angry attack from that gentleman, to which he was compelled to 
reply. His paper, which is published in the monthly Asiatic Journal for 
November, 1835, is not more remarkable for the unanswerable tenor of its 
argument than for the calm and temperate character of its language. 
This communication, with some additions, was afterwards printed in a 
separate form. 

In the course of 1832 the appointment of a Professor of Sanscrit in the 
University of Oxford, under the will of Colonel Boden, of Bombay, 
having been opened for competition, Mr. Haughton presented himself 
amongst the candidates for the office, supporting his pretensions by testi- 
monials of the highest character from the most distinguished Orientalists of 
India and Europe,— Mr. Lumsdcn, Dr. Carey, Dr. Wilkins, Mr. Cole- 
brooke, Augustus Schlegel, Professor Bopp ,— a body of evidence conclusive 
as to his eminent fitness for the Professorship. Finding, however, that 
many of his friends were also those of one of his competitors, the present 
Boden Professor, and that a division of their interest might be prejudicial 
to both ; unwilling also to stand in the way of one who, from the time of 
his studying in the College of Fort William, had been his personal friend, 
he withdrew from the canvass; and, by so doing, essentially contributed to 
the election of the present Professor. The candid and honourable conduct 
displayed by him throughout the whole contest could not fail to find its 
due appreciation among the members of the University, and a considerable 
number of the most distinguished Heads of Houses, Professors, and Fellows 
of Colleges, signed an address expressive of the high opinion of him which 
they entertained. This address was communicated to him by the Presi- 
dent of this Society, the Right Hon. Charles Watkin Williams Wynn, and 
was a source of sincere gratification to Mr. Haughton throughout the 
remainder of his life. Shortly afterwards, in the beginning of 1833, he 
received the honour of knighthood from King William IV., being de- 

62 
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servedly included amongst persons eminent for literature or science upon 
whom His Majesty was desirous of conferring a proof of royal approbation. 
The taste and competence of Sir G. C. ITmighton for metaphysical 
investigations, evinced in Iris discussions with Colonel Vans Kennedy, and 
in a paper published in the Asiatic Journal for March, 183G, on the Hindu 
and European notions of Cause and Effect, were further manifested by the 
publication, in 1839, of his "Prodromus; or an Inquiry into the First 
Principles of Reasoning; including an Analysis of the Human Mind." 
This was intended as a prelude to a larger work upon the necessary con- 
nexion, relation, and dependence of Physics, Metaphysics, and Morals. 
The greater task, however, was never finished, though a tabular view of his 
system was drawn up by the author, and printed not long before his final 
illness, exhibiting, in an ingenious manner, the development of mind and 
morals from their original divine source. 

The inquiries of Sir Graves Haughton were not limited to metaphysical 
objects, and his active mind found employment in pursuits of a less arduous 
character. He published, in 1833, an Inquiry into the Nature of Cholera, 
and the Means of Cure ; in 1840, a Letter to the Right Hon. C. W. Wil- 
liams Wynn, on a constitutional topic, namely, the mooted question of 
Privilege between the Court of Queen's Bench and the House of Commons ; 
and, in 1847, he printed in the " Philosophical Magazine," Experiments to 
prove the common nature of Magnetism, Cohesion, Adhesion, and Viscosity, 
exhibiting, in these different treatises, minute and accurate observation, 
both ingenuity and clearness of deduction, and original and independent 
trains of thought. 

These philosophical experiments were amongst the last efforts of his 
mental activity. Connected with France by adoption into the Institute, 
and by the formation of many valuable friendships in the capital, Sir Graves 
Haughton spent a large portion of the latter years of his life in Paris. He 
was residing there when the cholera made its lost fearful visitation, and had 
removed to St. Cloud to escape from its proximity. The precaution was, 
however, fruitless. He was attacked by the disease ; and, after a few days' 
illness, was added to the number of its victims. He died on the 28th of 
August, 1049, in his 01st year. 

The principal purpose of the sketch now submitted is to record the 
literary claims of Sir Graves Haughton to the recollections of the Society; 
but there was one personal characteristic which many amongst us hud 
opportunities of witnessing, and which may well be thought entitled to a 
tribute of grateful notice from the Members of this Society. It was his 
candid and generous disposition, which led him to be most warmly attached 
to those whose rivalry in Oriental literature might have been expected to 
excite in his mind a feeling of estrangement or jealousy. But this was so 
far from being the case, that his best friends were found amongst the com- 
petitors for distinction in the sumo field with himself. To the notable 
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exhibition of this feeling, in the contest for the Boden Professorship, allu- 
sion has been already made. He was also the warm friend of the late Dr. 
Rosen while living, and, upon his death, took an active and liberal share in 
the construction of an appropriate monument over his remains. Upon the 
demise of Sir Charles Wilkin?, with whom he was always on terms of 
cordial intimacy, he also recorded his regret in a short but interesting 
Memoir published in the Asiatic Journal, rendering full justice to the 
deserts of that illustrious scholar. It might he added that a long list of 
eminent Orientalists, both in this country and abroad, respected no less the 
kindness and generosity of his nature than the range of his acquirements 
and the vigour of his mind. 

Although, in general, his spirits were apt to be depressed by physical 
debility, yet, in the society of his accomplished friends, he was easily 
susceptible of excitement, and in the animation of converse, he failed to 
anticipate the exhaustion which inevitably succeeded. Had not such 
powerful obstacles impeded his exertions, greater things might have been 
expected from his attainments and capacity. Nevertheless, the friends of 
Sir Graves Haughton, and of Oriental study, may gratefully acknowledge 
that he did not live in vain. 

The sudden and lamented death of Major- General Sir Archibald 
Gallowav has deprived the Court of Directors of the East India Company 
of a distinguished member of their Corporation, while yet but a few days 
remained of the period for which he was charged with the honourable and 
responsible post of chief of that important body. 

Sir Archibald was an accomplished Arahic and Persian scholar; and 
having devoted much attention to the principles of Mahommedan adminis- 
tration, as exhibited in the government of India by the Moghuls, he pub- 
lished, in 1825, a book entitled " Observations on the Law and Constitution 
of India." The object of the book was to show that systems, not only of 
revenue and financial, but also of judicial administration, had been esta- 
blished by the Mahommedan rulers, the best suited to the wants of the 
empire ; that in succeeding to their power, it was no less our duty than our 
wisdom to uphold the institutions which our predecessors had founded, 
rather than revive what he characterised as the extinct theories of Hindu- 
ism, or expect beneficial results from the adaptation of the principles of 
European administration to the exigencies of two nations of India. Con- 
siderable research is manifested in the ample details respecting the nature of 
the landed tenures, and the system under which the various rights connected 
with the land and its burthens, were recognized or dealt with ; and whatever 
may be the judgments formed as to the extent to which he has established 
his theories of the universality or the success of the Mahommedan systems, 
or of the obsoleteness of the civil laws and usages of the Hindus, the work 
of Sir Archibald Galloway will amply reward its perusal by the amount of 
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information it imparts, and the ability with which it is written. He was 
also the author of a valuable treatise on the best mode of attacking the 
formidable strongholds common in India, under the designation of mud 
forts; and of a tract giving a brief account of the defence of Delhi, in which, 
in early life, he bore a distinguished part 

Sir Archibald always evinced much interest in the operations and the 
prosperity of this Society, of which he had long been a Member, and had 
served on the Council. 

The earnest and active interest always taken by Sir Charles Forbes in 
the welfare and in the social and intellectual improvement of the people of 
India, would have entitled him to especial notice in the Report of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, even although he had not, by his personal influence among 
his Parsi friends at Bombay, brought many of them into association, by 
introducing them as members of our own body. This was part of the noble 
design which occupied the thoughts and warmed the generous heart of Sir 
Charles, anxious to elevate the character of the natives of India, by leading 
them to a practical conviction and a due appreciation of their own intel- 
lectual and moral capabilities ; by bringing into public view the results of 
their honourable exertions; and by associating the most intelligent and 
distinguished amongst them with European society, on terms of friendly 
intercourse. 

Sir Charles took a warm interest in the success of the Society's labours, 
and entered with much spirit into the operations of the Committee of Agri- 
culture and Commerce, formed in 1037, of which lie was the Chairman. 
During the latter years of his life, the state of his health deprived the 
Society of his services ; and by his death, the people of Hindustan, and the 
natives of Bombay in particular, have lost a zealous friend and enlightened 
advocate. 

Monsieur Admen db Balbi has obtained a European reputation by his 
valuable treatises on geography and ethnology. His "Abre'ge de Geogra- 
phic" has passed through several editions, in French, Italian, and German, 
the two former, we believe, prepared by himself, and each successive edition 
much improved by important additions and valuable emendations. His 
description of the varied provinces of the Austrian empire is highly prized 
by the German translators of this valuable work. The " Atlas Ethnogra- 
phiquo" contains the most extensive account we have of the languages of the 
world, with specimens of a large proportion of them. The number of lan- 
guages of which some account is given, amounts to 8(50, and with the 
dialects, to above 1000, and that of specimens which include the dialects, to 
more than 600. Although the list of words in each specimen is but scanty, 
comprising only the numerals, father, mother, some parts of the body, and 
a few natural objects, this compilation from every source known at the 
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period of publication, is a valuable aid in extensive comparison of languages. 
Monsieur de Balbi died Inst year, in Venice. 

Monsieur Edouard Cojitaiit Biot, a Member of the French Institute, 
was one of the most distinguished pupils of the illustrious Chinese scholar, 
Stanislas Julicii. 

In addition to several valuable tracts on the geography and political and 
social condition of China in ancient and modern times, we owe to him one 
of the most valuable contributions to Chinese geography, the " Diclionnaire 
des Noma des Villes et Arrondissements compris dans l'Empire Chiuois,' 
published in Paris, in 1842. This work comprises an alphabetical list of nil 
the provinces, districts, and towns of China, with their geographical posi- 
tion, and is accompanied by a map of China, which Klaproth, some time 
before his death, had compiled, to illustrate a description of China, which 
he intended to publish simultaneously in French and English. 

For four years previous to his decease, M. Biot had occupied himself in 
a translation of the " Tcheouli," which was in the press, and partly printed, 
at the period of his death. This work, accompanied by copious extracts 
from the best commentators, will not be lost, as the whole of the historical 
and critical dissertation which was intended by the author to serve n3 an 
introduction to the translation, has been found among his MSS., ns well as 
all the unprinted portion of the translation itself ; and we understand that 
M. S. Julien has kindly undertaken to superintend the publication. M. 
Biot died on the 13th of March last, at the age of forty-seven. 

Louis Hayes Petit, Esq., a gentleman of extensive and varied know- 
ledge and refined taste, was one of the oldest and most constant attendants 
at the meetings of the Society, and served at various times on the Council. 
Though eminently qualified for distinction at the bar, he quitted early the 
active duties of his profession, and devoted himself to elegant literature, and 
during an uninterrupted residence of thirty-seven years in Lincoln's Inn, ho 
collected a library of great extent and value, but particularly rich in philo- 
logy, a favourite subject of his study. He was a Fellow of the Royal 
Society, and a member of many other learned and scientific societies; a man 
of singular benevolence and the most gentlemanly bearing. 

Benjamin S. Jones, Esq., was for many years connected with the 
administration of Indian affairs, by the appointment which he held under 
the Board of Control. He had diligently cultivated the field of information 
which was open before him, and the thorough knowledge which he had 
thence acquired respecting our relations with the native states, enabled him 
to embody a great mass of valuable information in a work on the " Progress 
of the Territorial Dominion and Political Connections of the British Govern- 
ment in India," which was printed for the use of the statesmen and others 
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who took part in the discussions respecting the last renewal of the East 
India Company's Charter. 

Mr. Jones was, while health was granted to him, a regular attendant at 
the Meetings of the Society, in which he took a lively interest. 

We are at length able to congratulate the Society upon its being the 
medium of communicating to the world the first fruits of Major Rawlinson's 
discoveries in the ancient history of Babylonia anil Assyria. It is known to 
the Society that a compendious notice of the progress achieved in this pro- 
vince of archteology, together with a translation of one of the most interest- 
ing and best-preserved monuments yet discovered among the debris of that 
ancient empire, was read by Major Rawlinson, three months ago, in this 
room, to very full meetings, the last of which was honoured by the presence 
of the Vice-Patron of tho Society, His Royal Highness Prince Albert. That 
interesting paper has now been printed. It forms part of the Journal on the 
table, and is likewise published, for more general circulation, as a separate 
pamphlet, entitled " A Commentary on the Cuneiform Inscriptions of Baby- 
lonia and Assyria ; including Readings of the Inscription on the Nimrud 
Obelisk." The detailed events of a period when Rome had not yet 
risen ; when Egypt was still governed by the Pharaohs, and the children 
of Israel were living under their early Kings, or more probably their Judges; 
and when the history of Greece is lost in fable — these events are placed 
before us with the minuteness of a chronicle ; and although the monarchs 
by whom the deeds were done, and the towns and provinces where they 
were performed, are as yet iu many cases unknown to us, there is every hope 
that further discoveries, and a more minute investigation of the stores which 
are being brought to light, will afford a clue by which we may see our way 
through the darkness which still envelopes these long-past events. The 
more extended Memoir of Major Rawlinson is now in progress. All that 
remains of the great Behistun monument will soon be published, with the 
result of Major Rawlinson's labours upon it ; and when the united efforts 
of European scholars shall be brought to bear upon the inscriptions found 
at Nimrud by Mr. Layard, and at Khorsabad, by M. Botta, there is every 
hope that the investigation so happily commenced will be brought to a 
favourable completion. 

The casts of the so-called Median and Babylonian versions of the Monu- 
ment of Behistun are preserved in the archives of the Society, where 
they will be available to the examination of archaeologists, after the 
publication of Major Rawlinson's Alphabets and Readings founded upon 
them. 

The Society has lately received a highly-valuable testimony of the 
esteem in which their learned and zealous Director is deservedly held, both 
for his services to this Society, and for his devoted zeal and untiring oxer- 
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tions in the cause of Oriental literature. A portrait of Professor Wilson, by 
Watson Gordon, of great merit as a work of art, and a faithful likeness, has 
been produced by subscription of most of the Members of the Society, and 
by their liberal presentation, is now suspended in the Library. 

Among the other donations received during the past year, may be men- 
tioned a very curious and interesting Chinese painting, presented by Sir 
George Staunton, and not less remarkable for the subject it represents, than 
for the circumstances under which it was executed and brought to this 
country. It is an evidence of the friendly feeling between the representa- 
tives of the British Crown and the authorities of the Chinese Government. 
The portrait of the daughter of the Governor of Shanghae, painted by the 
young lady's father, with the special view of presenting it to the lady of the 
British Consul resident in that city. 

The large plan of a portion of Kashmir, also suspended in the Library, 
was presented in the present year by Sir Claude Wade. Although executed 
without geometrical accuracy, by a native artist, it was found useful by 
Baron Iliigel in his journey through Kashmir, and is interesting as a pic- 
torial representation of the face of the country. 

The Library has received some valuable accessions. The copy of the 
first volume of the " Rig Veda," prepared and published at the cost of the 
Honourable Court of Directors, and a new edition of the " Zend A vesta," 
by Professor Brockhaus, in the Roman character, are evidences of the 
increasing value set upon Oriental arclueology. As connected with this 
last-mentioned work, it may be interesting to state, that Professor Wester- 
gaard, of Copenhagen, who has lately visited England, has been for somo 
time engaged in collating MSS., both in London and Oxford, for the pur- 
pose of publishing another edition of the same work in Copenhagen. He 
has now proceeded to Pari*, to continue his labour of collation. 

The Society has also received from Calcutta the first portion of the 
" Bibliotheca Indica," a work coming out in parts, and intended to comprise 
a series of the best Indian texts. The parts received contain a miscellaneous 
collection of short Sanskrit poems, many of which have been hitherto 
inedited ; and a portion of the " Rig Veda," with the Commentary of 
Madhavacharya; together with the two most important of the Upanishads. 

The Accounts, on which the Auditors will report, exhibit an excess of 
outlay above income of 021. The amount required to make up this defici- 
ency has been taken from the reserved balance, which was in 

1845 £591 

184C 329 

1847 283 

1048 103 

1840 HI 
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It is greatly to be regretted, that while the Society has been the means 
of bringing before the world the important discoveries of Rawlinson, the 
Numismatic researches of Thomas, aud the labours of other learned Orien- 
talists, in unfolding treasures of archaeology hitherto concealed in characters 
supposed to be illegible — while they have endeavoured to meet the con- 
venience of the public, by providing for the better display and more con- 
venient access to their valuable Library and Museum — and while the muni- 
ficence of the Eiist India Company has aided the Society's exertions, by 
doubling the amount of their annual subscription, a gradual and progressive 
diminution in the number of contributing Members should produce so 
injurious an effect on their financial position as to threaten an early inroad 
into the slender capital of the Society, to enable them to accomplish with 
credit and effect the object of their Association. 

The present Meeting will be called upon to give their sanction to a 
revision of the rules made by the Council, of which tiie result, in the draft 
now before the Meeting, has been circulated to the Members. The prin- 
cipal modifications which have been introduced are the following : — 

The Classes of Members have been reduced, as relates to all future 
elections, to three, by abolishing two of the five before existing, denomi- 
nated " Foreign" and " Corresponding." Such learned and distinguished 
individuals as those who have ranked in the former class would, it is 
thought, most suitably range under the bead of " Honorary Members;" and 
in the same class would be fitly enrolled those who should henceforth be 
associated on account of the power which their superior learning or position 
would give them of sending really important contributions to the Society's 
publications. It does not appear necessary or desirable that gentlemen who 
have, under circumstances at the time favourable, made an occasional or 
single communication, however valuable in itself, should be placed among 
its permanent Members; it is deemed sufficient that their correspondence 
should bo gratefully acknowledged. 

It is proposed that Non-Resident Members hereafter elected should, in 
consideration of receiving the Society's Journal (of which the publication 
is one of the heaviest charges in the accounts), pay an Annual Subscription 
of One Guinea. It is intended that, by this Article, gentlemen from our 
Eastern possessions visiting England for a brief sojourn shall be admitted as 
Non-Resident Members. If the existing Non-Resident Members, who are, 
by the terms of their admission, under no obligation to make any annual 
contribution, should admit the equity of the proposed call on future Mem- 
bers of the same class, and voluntarily adopt it as respects themselves, it 
will be satisfactory to the Council to be able to report, at the next Annual 
Meeting, an important relief to their funds accruing from such liberal view 
of existing circumstances. 

The only important alteration proposed in the old Rules relates to the 
election of the Council. After much deliberation, and referring to the 
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experience of past systems, the Council are of opinion that the Vice- 
Presidents of the Society should be elected for the same length of service as 
the President; and that five, instead of eight, of the Members of their 
body should go out annually, of whom three should vacate by seniority, 
and two on account of having attended the smallest number of meetings. 
These provisions would appear to provide for a sufficient infusion of new 
Members every year, without depriving the Council of too many of those 
associates whose experience will best serve the interests of the Society. 

Oriatfal Translation Fund. 
The Oriental Translation Committee will very shortly publish another 
portion of the translation, from the Turkish, of the " Travels of Evliya 
Efendi," by the Baron [Ilnmmer-Purgstall ; and purpose to continue to 
publish further portions, from time to time, until the whole is completed. 
This curious work of the seventeenth century had for some time been 
known to the learned world, and various pieces of information had been 
extracted from it ; but the present translation includes the whole work. 
The present part is interesting, and contains a description of the capture of 
the island of Candia, and an account of expeditions into Georgia, Armenia, 
and Persia. 

The Committee have consented to assist the publication of an English 
translation, by the Rev. Theodore Preston, Fellow of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, of the celebrated Arabic work the " Makamat-al-Ifariri," by Abu 
Muhammad al Kasim of Basra. The merits of this work, which (with 
another) is regarded by the Arabs as second only to the Koran, in power 
and beauty of expression, have been confessed by all Orientalists; and no 
Eastern composition has caused at once so much admiration and perplexity 
as this collection of public tales or addresses, or adventures, in which the 
crafty agent ever intervenes, deceives, and gains his object by infinitively 
varied stratagems and affecting speeches in prose and verse. Mr. Preston, 
the translator, has resided in the East, and has there pursued his Arabic 
researches. The work is already in the Press, and it is hoped will appear 
in a few months. 

The Committee are gratified in being enabled to present to the Sub- 
scribers the second part of the fifth volume of " Haji Khalfic Lexicon En- 
cyclopsedicum et Bibliographieum," translated and edited by Professor G. 
Flugel, which includes the greater number of the words commencing with 
the letter Mini, and therefore comprises no inconsiderable portion of this 
great work, upon which the laborious exertions of Professor Flugel have 
been employed for so lengthened a period. Two additional volumes will, 
it is fully expected, complete this costly and important undertaking. In 
the portion now published is contained a notice of the " Mesnavi" and its 
commentators ; and a notice of some works on statics and optics. 

The Committee understand that the Rev. W. Cuieton will prepare for 
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the Press his translations from the " Ecclesiastical Biography of the Syrian 
Church," as soon as possible ; and that a moiety of the translation of the 
"Kit&b al Yamini," of Utbi, is completed. 

The Text Society has published within the last year the two Poems of 
Ahli, which, though announced on a former occasion as ready for the press, 
have, from various causes, not arrived at completion until now. The first 
of these, called Sihri Halal, or Lawful Magic, a name given to Persian 
poetry to signify its wonderful power and beauty, was written in imitation 
of two celebrated compositions of Katibi of Nishapur, and combined the 
difficulties of both in one poem; double metre, double rhyme, and innu- 
merable specimens of Tajnis, or play on words; so that it may be consi- 
dered the most perfect illustration of this very fanciful, but difficult branch 
of the poetic art, so much admired in Persia. The second poem, Sham' u 
Penvanch, presents the well-known allegory of the Taper and Moth, and 
contains some very beautiful passages of great tenderness and simplicity, 
strongly contrasting witli the laboured ingenuity of tlte Sihri Halal. 

Professor Falconer has printed " Salaman and Absal," as a further con- 
tribution towards his edition of the Seven Poems of Jaini. This is also an 
allegory, descriptive of the contest between reason and passion, veiled under 
the names of the two lovers who give the title to the work, and concludes 
with the usual catastrophe of Persian romance, by the self-immolation of 
the fair Absal, her lover being elevated to the throne in reward of his 
virtues, and as a type of the triumph of the soul over perishable matter. 

An omission of a former Report may be supplied here in the notice of 
a publication of some importance, the Maha Vira Charita, or History of 
Rama, a Sanscrit play edited by Dr. F. II. Trithen from two MSS. in the 
East India House Library. An analysis of the contents of this drama is to 
be found iu the Appendix to the Hindu Theatre of Professor H. H. Wil- 
son, to whom this text is appropriately dedicated by its Editor. The 
scarcity of texts of Sanscrit dramatic pieces, both in India and England, 
renders the Vira Charita, the only unpublished play of its author, Bhatta 
Bhavabhuti, a very acceptable gift to the student of Hindu literature, and 
its selection reflects great credit on the judgment and taste of its learned 
Editor. 

The Text Committee has still to regret the depressed state of its funds, 
by which its operations are necessarily limited to a much more narrow 
sphere of action than it would be enabled to occupy by an increased amount 
of subscription. 
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AUDITORS' REPORT. 

The Auditors appointed to examine the Accounts of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, for the year 1849, have the honour to report that having performed 
that duty, they have found the entries in the books to be duly authen- 
t icated by receipts and vouchers, and the accounts throughout to be 
correctly kept. 

The Receipts during the year have been as follow : — 
From Annual Subscriptions, Admission Fees, and Compo- £. s. d. 

sitions ....... 639 9 

Annual Donation from the Hon. East India Company . 210 

Sale of Publications . . . . . 34 16 11 

Dividends on £1300, 3 per cent. Consols . . 37 17 4 



Total Receipts 

Balance on the 1st January, 1849 

The Disbursements for 1849 were : — 
For House Rent .... 

„ Rates and Taxes .... 
„ House Expenses .... 
„ Salaries and Wages 
„ Printers' and Engravers' Bill for Journal, Vol. XI 

and Vol. XII. Part 1 . 
Sundries ..... 



Balance in hand on the 31st Dec. 1849 



£922 3 3 
193 12 6 





£1115 15 9 




280 


, , 


36 4 11 


. . 


86 7 4 


• , 


203 2 


.Part I, 




. . 


262 17 


. . 


75 17 9 



£1004 9 6 
111 6 3 

£1115 15 9 



The Society's funded property has. undergone no alteration during the 
last year, and the usual dividends have been received on the amount, — 
£1300 in the three per cent. Consols. 

The Receipts for Subscription, &c, during the year under review, have 
exceeded those of the year 1848 by £39 18*.; those from the sale of Pub- 
lications have also slightly increased; and although the balance in hand is 
not so large as that shown on the 31st December, 1848, it is satisfactory to 
remark that the expenses of the Society have been met without any en- 
croachment on its funded property. 

Br.llIAU BOTFIBI.D, | Anihlnn on the /-art 

William H. Morley, | of iht SueWy. 

t n t> I Auditor on the purl 

L. R. Reid, { ' 

I of l!.c f oulirif. 

London, 27th April, 1850. 
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When the reading of the Report was concluded, it was moved by John 
RoMEti, Esq. : — 

" That the Reports of the Council and of the Auditors, now read, be 
received ; and that the best thanks of the Meeting be given to the Auditors 
for their valuable services in the examination of the accounts." 

The Motion was seconded by Dn. Biro, and carried unantmotjsly. 

The Chairman then laid before the Meeting a draft of the amended 
Regulations, which had been prepared by a Committee nominated for the 
purpose, and was now submitted by the Council for the sanction of the 
Meeting. He observed that the Rules, as amended, had been sent to each 
of the Members, together with the circular notice of tho Meeting; and, 
after adverting to the points in which the draft differed from the former 
Rules, as noticed in the Report, he put the question — 

" That the Regulations, as amended, be adopted." 

Upon this, a motion was made by N. Bland, Esq., and seconded by 
Capt. East wick :— 

" That the consideration of the subject be referred to a Special General 
Meeting, in conformity with the usual practice of the Society, and as afford- 
ing a more convenient opportunity for discussion ; the form of notice in the 
circular also having been insufficient to prepare Members for a question of 
such importance." 

Several Members having expressed opinions for and against the adjourn- 
ment, it was negatived by a majority of votes. Mr. Bland then declined 
proceeding with the discussion on the grounds on which he had desired its 
postponement; and the new Rules were therefore adopted without a 
division. 

Sir Georob Staunton said, that whatever difference of opinion might 
exist on the topics which had hitherto occupied the attention of the Meeting, 
lie was confident that the vote which he had now the honour to propose 
would receive their unanimous approbation. 

It had been the practice of the Society, whenever questions of extraor- 
dinary interest were brought before it, and also when they were unfortu- 
nately deprived of the presence of the President at their anniversaries, to 
request one of the Vice-Patrons to take the Chair. One of our Vice-Patrons, 
His Royal Highness Prince Albert, had recently condescended to preside 
when Major Rawlinson communicated to the Society the deeply-interesting 
results of his investigation of the recently-discovered relics of Assyria and 
Babylon. We had now the pleasure and advantage of seeing in the Chair 
another of our Vice-Patrons, the Chairman of the East India Company. 
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He had kindly undertaken to perform the office at the earnest request of 
the Council. In thus responding to our wishes, notwithstanding the many 
important duties which occupied his time, he had not only acted with great 
personal courtesy to the Society, but had conferred on it, by his official 
presence, a signal testimony of the favour and countenance which the 
pursuits and objects for which the Society is constituted continue to 
receive from that great body over which the Chairman so worthily 
presides. It, indeed, cannot be doubted that our inquiries are calculated to 
promote, in various ways, the interest and welfare of our great Indian 
Empire. They are not merely speculative, though even the most abstract 
speculations have often been found to lead to discoveries of the greatest 
practical utility. Neither are they in the smallest degree political. It is 
our humbler, but not less useful province to search out and elucidate facts, 
which may enable our statesmen to carry out measures of public policy 
with the greatest success. Our venerated founder, Mr. Colebrooke, in his 
Introductory Discourse, has shown, in the most luminous manner, the 
advantages that might be expected to arise from the formation of a Society 
for this especial object in this country ; and on the occasion of the establish- 
ment of a Committee of Agriculture and Commerce, in 1836, his Right 
Honourable friend near him, Mr. Holt Mackenzie, has shown in detail, in 
an admirable paper read to the Society, the specific subjects upon which 
further information is most required, and to which our researches may be 
most usefully directed. He would only instance one of them. The East 
India Company had recently determined that it was of great national 
importance to give the utmost encouragement to the cultivation of tea in 
India, on which subject two of our Members, Dr. Royle and Mr. S. Ball, 
had already given, and would probably continue to give, practically useful 
information. Though in a very different line of inquiry, the Society was 
justly proud of the assistance they had been recently able to give to Major 
Rawlinson in making known to the world his solution of those investiga- 
tions on the literature of remote ages which had baffled hitherto the 
researches of all our deepest scholars. The results of the sagacious analysis, 
the immense learning and unwearied industry exhibited by Major Raw- 
linson, had opened to us the history of the East more than twenty centuries 
ago ; and if past history was a lesson to the present statesman, a knowledge 
of that history could not be otherwise than valuable to the nation which 
was called upon to rule and guide the destinies of so many millions of 
people, the descendants of the ancient nations whose annals were now 
being disclosed. The credit derived by the Society on this occasion is of 
the same kind as that which the Royal Institution had derived from having 
furnished the means of publishing the results of the wonderful chemical 
discoveries of Sir Humphry Davy. Having dwelt thus shortly on the 
labours and prospects of the Society, Sir George had only to add that he 
was sure our excellent Chairman would have no reason to regret the aid 
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and encouragement he had kindly given us by his presence this day ; and 
he begged to conclude with the following motion of thanks, which he felt 
were most cordially due to him from this Meeting :— 

" That this Meeting have peculiar pleasure in welcoming their Vice- 
Patron, the Chairman of the East India Company, and in tendering to him 
their best thanks for his kind compliance with their request that he would 
do them the honour to preside on the present occasion ; and they desire to 
renew the expression of their gratitude for the munificent patronage which 
this Society receives from the Honourable Court of Directors." 

Charles Elliott, Esq., said he had much pleasure in seconding the 
vote of thanks to the Chairman for having given to the Society the grati- 
fication of his presence on this occasion. He was happy also to avail 
himself of the opportunity of expressing the thanks of the Society to the 
East India Company for the valuable communications which they fre- 
quently received from the Honourable Court on many subjects connected 
with their pursuits. He begged leave to add that, as Treasurer, he could 
not but feel that the Society was greatly indebted to the Company for the 
munificent aid rendered by them, so essentially important to the finances of 
the Society. 

The Chairman, in returning thanks for the resolution which the 
Meeting had done him the honour to pass, expressed the satisfaction he felt 
at occupying the Chair on the present occasion ; for though he set forth no 
pretensions as a man of learning or science to preside over a distinguished 
body of Oriental scholars, prosecuting extensive inquiries into the history, 
antiquities, and languages of Asia, yet he felt a most lively interest in the 
labours and in the success of this Society. He was also happy in the 
occasion afforded to him of stating that the great Company of which he 
had the honour to be the Chairman, viewed this Society as one eminently 
entitled to its patronage and support, because the objects for which it is 
associated were such as had a direct tendency to improve our acquaintance 
with the regions and people over whom Divine Providence had extended 
our rule, and thus to co-operato with the East India Company in the 
endeavours to promote the welfare of the many millions committed to our 
charge. The pursuits of the Society were interesting not alone to the 
scholar ; they were equally attractive to the philanthropist and the states- 
man ; for the one there was abundant field for his benevolence, and for the 
other inexhaustible stores of information which might prove most valuable 
in legislation. To enlarge our knowledge of the past ages of Indian his- 
tory was to acquire that knowledge which is one of the best instructors in 
the duty of present government. Such knowledge could not be attained 
through any channel more efficacious and trustworthy than that of a Society 
which had no political or party feeling to traverse its action, — a Society 
1850.] e 
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which had already done much, and whose continued and enlightened efforts 
-were the best guarantee for their future usefulness. He was sorry to learn 
that the finances of the Society were not in the most prosperous condition ; 
but he trusted that the rapidity of intercourse now established between the 
East and the West would enlarge the sphere of sympathy and interest 
which the residents in each would take in the investigations and discoveries 
carried on in the other; and that the numbers of the Society's Members 
would be more abundantly recruited from the members of the public service 
returning from their duties abroad to their native land. He repeated that 
every man who took pleasure in doing good, and who wished to extend the 
sphere of his usefulness, ought to afford his support to this Society. 

The Chairman then expressed his admiration of the wonderful sagacity 
and intelligent perseverance of Major Rawlinson, whose unwearied investi- 
gations had brought before us the very monuments and still existing 
realities of kingdoms and of times many centuries anterior to the Christian 
Era, concerning which history was almost silent. He thought that no 
reflecting man could contemplate the results of these researches without a 
feeling of the deepest interest in all that had beeu already brought to light, 
and an increasing desire, as well as a reasonable and confident anticipation, of 
yet greater and more complete discoveries. At such a time, it behoved the 
friends of the Society to use their best endeavours to forward its interests, 
and to call upon the lovers of science and literature to join them in aiding 
these great developments. 

The Chairman next adverted to the notices in the Report of several 
distinguished individuals of whom it had been deprived by death during 
the course of the past year. In expressing his entire concurrence in the 
feelings which had dictated the tribute of regret to the memory of those 
Members of the Society, the Chairman particularly referred to his valued 
and intimate friend and predecessor in office, Sir Archibald Galloway, for 
whose public services and private virtues he entertained sincere respect ; to 
Sir Graves Haughton ; and to his much valued and respected friend and 
relative, Sir Charles Forbes, by whom he had himself beeu introduced to 
the Society. Mr. Shepherd proceeded to observe, that apprehension had 
been expressed that the objects of the Society were rather speculative than 
useful. No man was less speculative than himself— he preferred facts to 
theories ; but he had yet to learn that the results brought out by the talents 
of such an investigator as Major Rawlinson, could be termed merely specu- 
lative; his discoveries were facts of value to the statesman as well as the 
antiquarian ; and he congratulated the Society upon being the instrument 
through whose careful and laborious co-operation such splendid results had 
been laid before the world. It was one of the great advantages which the 
Society rendered to India and the world, that it afforded the appropriate 
channel for making public those interesting investigations, and thus ensured 
to deserving individuals that encouragement and applause which was the 
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most certain stimulus to future exertion. Such laborious researches would 
not be prosecuted at all, were there not Societies such as this for their 
encouragement. Though perhaps he was himself too little familiar with 
iterature or art to appreciate them as they deserved to be appreciated, he 
had great satisfaction in bearing his testimony to the honourable part the 
Society had taken in furthering the accomplishment of Major Rawlinson's 
enlightened views, and to the high value he attached to the services of the 
Society generally ; he cordially wished them that success which they so 
eminently deserved. 

Sir Edward Colebrooke said, that in proposing a vote of thanks to the 
Director, he had a very easy task to perform. He was conscious, and the 
Society was conscious, that they conferred a greater honour on themselves 
in so doing than on Professor Wilson, whose name was a guarantee, not to 
England only, but to all Europe, of the value of the Society's labours to the 
interests of Oriental literature. The peculiar value of the services of their 
learned Director did not consist alone in his varied and extensive knowledge, 
but in the very able way in which he rendered all the subjects on which he 
treats interesting to his readers and hearers ; and he congratulated the 
Society on having their operations directed by one whose aid was, not merely 
of value from his profound knowledge of Oriental literature, but from those 
varied and extensive acquirements which enabled him to illustrate all that 
was interesting in Oriental research by its bearing upon the literature of 
Europe. It could not but be matter of some regret that Professor Wilson 
had so many calls upon his time, that he was unable to bestow so large a 
portion of it as they would desire on the claims of the Asiatic Society, as 
shown by his necessary absence this day. Sir Edward had sat several years 
in Council with the learned Director, and he bore hearty testimony to the 
ability with which he invariably discharged his important functions. Sir 
Edward concluded by moving — 

" That Horace Hayman Wilson, Esq., the Director, is eminently entitled 
to the acknowledgements of this Society for the advantages which it pos- 
sesses in his high repute as an Oriental and general scholar, and for the 
valuable services he renders to the Society." 



Bkriah Botfield, Esq., in seconding the motion, said that he thought 
it a matter of congratulation to the Society that its Director was a gentle- 
man of the unquestioned ability and distinguished attainments of Professor 
Wilson. As a member of the Oriental Translation and Text Fund Com- 
mittees, he had much pleasure in bearing his personal testimony to the 
unremitting attention of their Director to the real business of the Society, 
and therefore felt great satisfaction in seconding the motion of the Honourable 
Baronet. 
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Colonel Svkrs said it was not less in accordance with his feelings than 
his respect for the highly talented individual to move — 

" That the best thanks of the Royal Asiatic Society be offered to Major 
Rawlinson, for the warm interest he has manifested in the objects and 
reputation of the Society, by his important communications on the subject 
of Cuneiform Inscriptions, equally those with an Indo-Germanic base, as the 
more recent inscriptions from Nimrud and neighbourhood of a Semitic 
origin, the result of a course of patient and laborious investigations, cha- 
racterized by ingenuity and comprehensiveness. The Society also tender 
their acknowledgements for his instructive personal Addresses to the Society 
at their late Meetings." 

Adverting to the well-merited euloginm bestowed by the Chairman on 
the important labours of Major Rawlinson, and having endeavoured to com- 
press into the Resolution which he now submitted the expression of his own 
feelings and those of the Society, on the value of Major Rawlinson'a labours, 
he felt that he should only weaken its force by any further observation?, 
and he would therefore solicit at once the vote of the Meeting on his 
Resolution. 

The motion was seconded by J. Fergusson, Esq., and carried unani- 
mously. 

Major Rawlinson, in acknowledging the vote that had been passed, 
said, I certainly do feel, and ever have felt, the utmost gratitude to the 
Royal Asiatic Society for the assistance and encouragement it has afforded 
me in the prosecution of my Oriental studies. When I first took up these 
studies, it was rather to wile away the idle hours of an Eastern life, than as 
a serious occupation, or with any expectation, or even hope, that they would 
lead to results of general interest. It was not, indeed, until I entered into 
communication with the Secretary of the Royal Asiatic Society, that I 
recognized any higher object than desultory reading and individual amuse- 
ment. Then, however, having explained the preliminary researches on 
which I had been engaged, I found that a large and influential body of my 
countrymen were deeply interested in the particular inquiry I had taken in 
hand ; and I learnt that, by a steady and systematic course of study, I 
might possibly add a new chapter to the history of the world, and thus 
secure the approbation of all lovers of knowledge. Gentlemen, I will not 
affect to be insensible to such approbation. There is, I submit, a vast differ- 
ence between a morbid craving for notoriety and the legitimate aspirations 
for fame, aspirations which I take to be at the bottom of all the great and 
good works that were ever done. For my own part, at any rate, I can say, 
with perfect sincerity, that it was mainly with a view of securing the appro- 
bation of the Royal Asiatic Society that I continued to prosecute these 
researches, which in due process of time enabled me to decipher and trans- 
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late the autobiographical record of Darius ITystaspes at Dehistun, and which 
will, I trust, in the sequel, enable me to achieve the same result in regard 
to nil the Inscriptions of Assyria and Babylonia. In repeating my deep 
sense of the honour that has been done me in passing a vote of thanks, I 
will only further say, that I trust, on returning to the East, and in the 
further prosecution of my career, I shall not forfeit the good opinion which 
the Society has been pleased to express of me. 

Sir William Morison moved — 

" That the thanks of the Meeting be presented to the Vice-Presidents 
and the Council for their constant attention "and valuable services in con- 
ducting the affairs of the Society." 

This motion was seconded by W. H. C. Plowden, Esq., and carried 
unanimously. 

Sir Georoe Staunton shortly acknowledged the vote. He regretted 
the absence of the President, in consequence of severe indisposition, which 
had compelled him to leave England for a warmer residence, and expressed 
the earnest desire of his Lordship, with the Vice-Presidents and Council, to 
promote the interests of the Society by every means in their power. 

Major J. A. Moore moved — 

" That the thanks of the Meeting be tendered to the Treasurer, the 
Librarian, and the Secretary, for their zeal and attention to the discharge of 
their several duties." 

He said, that all the Members were so well satisfied of the efficiency and 
importance of the duties discharged by these Officers, that it was quite super- 
fluous to dilate upon it. He wished the Treasurer twice as much occupation 
as he had, and he was sure it would be as well performed. It was imposs- 
ible to be too well satisfied with the zeal, intelligence, and industry of our 
Honorary Secretary, whose qualifications were too well known to all to 
require any eulogium from him, and it would be presumptuous in him to 
say more upon them. 

The motion was seconded by James Atkinson, Esq., and carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. Clarke and Mr. Elliott severally returned thanks. 

James Fergcsson, Esq., and E. C. Ravenshaw, Esq., having been 
appointed Scrutineers, the Meeting proceeded to ballot for the Officeis and 
Council of the Society for the ensuing year. 
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At the close of the ballot, the Chairman announced tliat the Officers of 
the preceding year were re-elected ; and that the following gentlemen were 
elected to form the Council : — James Atkinson, Esq. ; Nathaniel Bland, 
Esq.; Beriah Botfield, Esq.; Major-Gen. John Briggs; Capt. W. J. 
East wick; James Fergusson, Esq.; George Forbes, Esq.; J. MacPherson 
Macleod, Esq. ; Rear- Admiral Sir Charles Malcolm ; Major John A. 
Moore; Major-General Sir Win. Morison, K.C.B., M.F.; William Hook 
Morley, Esq.; E. C. Ravenshaw, Esq.; Lestock R. Reid, Esq.; Lieut.-Col. 
W. H. Sykes; W. S. W. Vaux, Esq. 



